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the scene, and the words " forward minx.names, who must be invited," on the very
worst piece of ground in the place so

quill through . a hole in the cork. So
the baby squirrel took his milk from a
bottle standing en his hind feet on Aunt
Jenny's lap, and clasping his little fore-pa-

tight around the neck of the bottle.It was a funny sight! Frank- told the-boys- .

and they not only came to see, but '
they brought three "other little gray-equ- ir- 'h
rels to Aunt Jenny and asked her to take .

care of them!, Such- - little bits of squir-
rels as they were! . Their eyes "were not
open yet, for about that, too, they are Hke "

kittens. - Annt Jenny thought it-- was a .
funny idea for her to be bringing Bp .,
family of squirrelSjbut they were such,
cunning litUeTBihgthaFsheriked them

""

as well as the boys did. Sle didn't think
it quite right,,though, that they should be

' , NOBODY. - -

Mt glasses are missing, the paper mislaid, ,

But nobady's seen them I am afraid ; '
For thimble and scissors I've looked, high and

low,
Tho' nobody's had them I very well know;
And my carpet, this morning so bright a- d so

neat, - ;
Is covered with tracks of nobody's feet,-.,- ; ,

Who waked up the baby?" nurse wondering
cries;" Nobody !" MtsB Bessie quite archly replies,

Appealing to Graci who lifts shyly her eyes;
Nurse looks m.-r- doubtful, but says nothing

'more,

JOHN AND I.
Neio ubor John has houses and lands ;

But the earth and sky are mine:
He keeps his deeds in an iron box

I have a tight divine.
The wind that scatters his orchi" dooms

Or fills his sails on the sea
Comes over the orchard and ovei the wood

With a sweeter breath for me.

I can lie down on the ferny hills,
Watched by the silent stare ;

John is afraid because of the gold
Under his bolts and bars.

Though the sun shines out, he sits him down
And reckons it day by dav ;

But green leaves beckon, wild winds blow,
And I am up and away.

I dip inyje-- p in the crystal spring,
John drinks the red, red wine;

He sits at a feast from day to day.
And the frugal crust is 'mine.

But oh! the glory of earth and sky
To my free, exulting soul!

The world is wide and the world is fair,
And I hold in the whole.

Harper's Weekly.

the charges preferred against them, and ex-

pressed their willingness to tell all they know
concerning the ring frauds and the revenue of-

ficials and others engaged in them.
- A Washington dispatch of the 16th says
that representation had been made to the Presi-
dent that the laws of the United States were ob-

structed in several of the Louisiana parishes.
United States Dist.-Att- Beckwith would
be instructed to bring all illegal combinations, as
well as individual offenders, to trial under the
Enforcement act. The President was deter-
mined to preserve order to the extent of his con-
stitutional power.

It was stated in Washington on the loth
that Secretary Chandler had appointed a com-
mission to examine into the suspended pension
cases and had directed payment wherever no
actual fraud barred the grant of pension.

McGrifF has been tried at
Indianapolis and found guilty on nine of twelve,
counts of an indictment against him for being
concerned in revenue lrauds. One of the counts
on which he was convicted was for receiving a
bribe of $500 from the Bingham brothers.

On the 17.th George S. Bangs, late

calling on the President for copies of all corre-
spondence with Spain in reference to the island
of Cuba. ...A constitutional amendment was in
troduced and referred limiting the Presidential
term to four years The Committee on Rules
reported back the "Proposition to amend the rules
govert ing the offering of amendments to the
general appropriation bills, so as to provide that
the rule shall read as follows: "No appropriation
saall be reported in such general appropriation
bills, or befinorder as an amendment thereto, for
any expenditure not previously authorized by
law, except in continuation of the appropriations
for such public works and objects as are already
in progress, nor shall any provision in ay such
bill or amendment thereto changing the existing
law be in order except such as, being irermane to
the subject-matt- of the bill, shall retrench the
expenditures1 Adj ourncd .

Senate. On the 18th the credentials
of James R. Eustis, claiming a seat as Senator
from Louisiana, were presented and laid over
The memorial of the Louisiana State Democratic
Convention relative to the election and the con-
dition of affairs in that State was presented and
referred A bill was passed to secure the at-
tendance antt payment of witnesses before mili-
tary courts ...The resolution for the appoint-
ment of a Bpecial committee to investigate the
tooks and accounts of tbe Treasury Depart-
ment was taken up, and Mr. Boutwell ex-
plained at some length the method of keep-
ing accounts in the different departments.
Amendments were made and remarks by other
Senators, after which the resolution went over

Adjourned.

House. The Committee on Judiciary
reported a proposed amendment to the Constitu-
tion making the President ineligible for

The minority presented a substitute
An adverse report was made on the bill to abol-
ish capital punishment ...Bills were passed
to extend the time for stamping unstamped
instruments to Jan. 1, 1377; to ex-
tend for three months the time for claimants te-fo- re

the Alabama Claims Commission to prove
their claims Several bills were introduced. ...
The Centennial Appropriation bill was consid-
ered in Committee of the Whole. . . .Mr. Williams,
of Wisconsin, offered a proposed amendment to
the Constitution, supplementary to the amend-
ment proposed by Mr. Blaine, providing that no
m ney raised by taxation in any State shall be
appropriated for the maintenance of any sectarian
school cr sectarian institution.... Adjourned.

I

LATEST NEWS.
THK OIJB WORLD,

On the 13th President MacMahon issued
proclamation advising the French nation In

the coming Senatorial election to vote for those
candidates favorable to the existing order of
thing. The resignation of St. Leon Say had been
Withdrawn.

According to Vienna dispatches of the
T3th Bnssia was making gigantic preparations for
war. A third railroad track had been laid be-

tween Moscow and Polish Litbunia.
A gale on the Algerian coast, a few days

since, destroyed property valued at $100,000.

Egypt's contributions to the Centennial
Exposition arrived on the 13th. Nearly all of
them are the properly of the Khedive, although
some of the more valuable of the curiosities are
taken from tbe Egyptian National Museum.

A Vienna telegram of the 14th says
twelve merchants of Odessa bad been trans-
ported to Siberia for supplying arms to Turkey.

According to a Paris dispatch of the
14th Sir John H. Glover, the newly-appoint-

Governor of Newfoundland, had arrived, pre-
pared to offer the French Government a consid-
erable sum of money fornhe relinquishment of
if fishery privileges off Newfoundland.

According to a Constantinople dispatch
of the 13th the powers had relinquished the in-

dention of Bending a collective communication to
"the Porte demanding reform in the disaffected
provinces.

Labor troubles have broken out again
in Wales. A portion of the colliers struck on the

. 15th for higher wages. On the same day 600
weavers, at Macclesfield, were locked out of the
Lower Ileyes mills in consequence of a disagree-aae- nt

between the proprietors and the Secretary
of the Weavers Union.

John Lothrop Motley, the eminent
American historian, has been elected Foreign As-

sociate of the French Academy of Moral and Po-
litical Science.

A Madrid dispatch of the 16th says the
Spanish Government had sent out a diplomatic
note m reply to the recent American circular on
Cuban affairs. The reply is quite belligerent in
tone and takes quite high ground on aH questions
raisedby the United States.

Dil worth & Son's cotton-mi- ll at Man-
chester and Lumley & Simpson's cotton-mi- ll at
Astler, England, were burned on the 17th, in-

volving a Ipsa of over $ CO,0. 0.

The election of Senatorial delegates in
France occurred on the 16th. La Patrie of the
18th says that of 36,0CO communes 26,000 had re-

turned Conservative delegates.
A Berlin dispatch of the 17th says the

Imperial Government would close all Ursuline
convents and schools on the 1st of April next.

A Brussels paper of the 17th says that
Louise Lateau, the peasant girl on whose person
was exhibited the alleged miracle of the stigma-
ta, was lying.
' According to the London Timet of the
19th the British Cabinet had resolved to give
general support to Count Andrassy's note to the
Sublime-Porte- , reserving the right to differ on
anything Austria might propose after its presen-
tation.

A London dispatch of the 18th an-
nounces the death of Henry Varley, the well-kno-

evangelist.
Gen. Lewal, acting commander at

Marseilles, France, on the 18th issued an order
" prohibiting a projected political banquet to Gam-bett- a.

A Lyons .(France) dispatch of the 18th
announces the failure of a large silk firm there
with over 5,000, 00 francs liabilities. -

A Berlin dispatch "

of the 18th says the
police had discovered that Thomassen, the dyns.
mite fiend, was charged in 1868 with scuttling a
ship on board which ha had goods insured in En-
gland for 31,000.
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iaa iroin meir nome in tne wooas, ana
she told the boys so.' They promised not ' '
to bring any more if she would take care --
of these. The new-comer- s, took the bot- - --

tie just as the first one did, and when they
were hungry Aunt Jenny found her hands
full.. They would -- nibble- at her finger,
and when she,, brought bottle they, j 'were so uncivil, tumbling over each othr ,

er, pushing one another aside, and behav--
ing in such a very greedy way that she
thought she should have to get a bottle foe
each squirrel.-- .

'
But tho. ,boyS; thought it,

very amusing. .' ",- -

"

It was pretty hard for the5 squirrel that --

had had the fall, for, though . he. was the-- .

largest and strongest, one of his teeth, had ; ,
begun to grow out over his lip in a way
that made'it difficult for' him to hold fhe!
quill in his mouth after he had succeeded .

tn getting-it- ! there.: And . sometimes, the .

milk even ran out of .his. mouth! .Aunt ...

Jenny noticed this and decided that "he
must have hurt his mouth "when he fell.
So she had to be a doctor. She held culo- - . :

rofcarm to-h- is .nose till he seemed to be
fast asleep ; then taking a pair of sharp
scissors she cut off the end of the little '
tooth so that it should 'never be in the t :

way again! -- When the, squirrel awoke he,.:
was as frisky as ever and .found that he
could hold the quill 'as. Well as the qthet "' '

squirrels Could, and without losing any of "
the precious milk,' either !;--- ; . -

I hope some day Frank,; will let his,
squirrel visit the old home in the tre"e and
tell the rest of the family What good care-Au- nt

Jenny had taken of its ;lfc might: .

be a comfort to father and mother squir- - .

rel. , , , . ,

Pointed Paragraphs.' ; :

'I pity' them folks who won't believe- -

anything only what they can' proveui.
A lie is lik e a brush heap on fire ; it is

easier to let it burn out than try to ex-
tinguish ' ' ' ' "' 'it. -

Young man,- --you had 'better overrate
than, underrate yourself; .the - world are ,

very apt to taKe a man at his own price. .

Revenge makes a hornet respectable, ;.'
but it is the very basest passion faiman.

The' more intellect a; man has got,-th-

more simple he can afford to be. - .:. '
. ' .: 1 1 - 1 1 .1 - i

. filler ail saiu anu uone, n mere wasii i
anything but lambs in-thi- s World, life and
mutton would be a great drug. ; r : -

, , A aeteat jBuuerea graceiuliy is halt .

victory j., .
Everybody laughs at a monkey, but no--' '

body respects them. ; .
Don't hunt for fame let fame hunt for

you.
mere is lots oi people wno, wnen they

have changed one sin for"" another," think
they have, repentedi-o- f thejirst one.. s ;

i Liberty don't consist in doing as you
please, or' in doing as others please.' but'' '

in splitting the difference. ' ' ; --- " -

After a man has - reached the height of
his ambition, 4he first thing he does is to .

"be disgusted with it.," ' "' ' '

, The majority of the world 'don't know '

of any other way to get ahead than topull
somebody back. ; . , . .

. . K ; ...

I notice one thing when a man intends
to punish the' world br retiring from' it: '
the world steps gently one side fcud lets
him wait. n ;i .! . ., c. v! .

Young man, you can't learn . anything
new by hearing yourself talk. "'"

The road to ruin is always kept in good
order, and those who travel it pay the ex--

pense. . - ' a
What a blessing it ia' to be simple; to '

have the body satisfied with simple food '

and the mind satisfied "with simple truth. ' ':

The bottom round of the ladder is safer
than the top one,. , . . v ,t. , ,

.11 men ot brains were . always men or ,

honor this world would be" comparatively
safe." ! '1..t isi.'-H.- -

It is tough to be. poor, hut to.,be t:
ashamed, of it is putting salt onto a sore- - ' .
- We are all of us jcooj- - jst as we want
moret andr-Ufc-aS"w-e want less. - !

roxalHck is not only scare but mighty.
uncertain, for even good, luck may,j)roveu
to be bad luck in the end.

fi A dollar is worth saving, tint ' it ain't k

worth spending twenty shillings to get -

All frauds, when exposed, are more rer, v:
markable, for their thinness than for anyr
thing else. . .

, One of the biggest fools in the world is --

the man who is hunting for that ho has ir-
recoverably lost. ;,s ,

It is quite an accomplishment to
'

he able
to mind our own business. '" '

: If you want to make yourself af paupef-an-
your friends enemies give them all . .

they ask for. , ....
Forgive others first and yourself after--'

ward. ; ' ::

Dogs can bite as well in the dark- - as in
the daylight. , , . . : . .

The Quality of your friends is of much
more importance than the number. Josh
jftuings, tn jx. j. neeay. -

piques," said one, alluding to the despised
cousins.

" I suppose so, too," returned Fanny,
unabashed ; "faute de mieux, cousin."

" Then I am quite sure one of you will
captivate the heir," was the taunting re- -'

ply- -

A few minutes afterward another oppor-
tunity for mortifying the victims occurred.
Mrs. Heathcote announced that she had
heard from her husband that he could not
leave town so early as he expected, end
he hoped if a person who was coming to
see him on business from his lawyer
should arrive before him they would
" treat him civilly" till he could join
them.

" Oh! delightful! a lawyer's clerk ? he
will be a beau for Fanny and Ann. What
a godsend for them, for otherwise there
certainly would not have been one to
spare."

" Civility, indeedl what is papa think-- ,
ing of?" cried another.

All this, if it did not show the good
manners or good feelings of the more
prosperous cousins, served at alt events to
exhibit the others in a favorable light, as
their gentle faces expressed neither anger
nor mortification. Perhaps because they
were used to it.

And now the ladies rose ; the elder to
seek their dressing-room- s and confer with?
their maids, while the younger ones were
hustled off to the school-roo-

At about three o'clock that afternoon
the whole party assembled on the beautiful
lawn, level as a billiard-tabl- e, green as
an emerald, to consult about the placing
and arrangement of the different sets.
And certainly a prettier scene was never
shone upon by summer sun, even in mer-
ry England, where there are so many of
the kind. The house, a modern antique,
built by the present 'Squire's father, to re-
place one on a lower site, was a happy
mixture of the picturesqueness of a for-
mer age and the convenience of the pres-
ent. It stood out bold and striking, with
its terraces and flower-garden- from a
background of fine trees, and command-
ed a magnificent view of the surround-
ing country, the glorious sweep of park
stretching far and wide till it melted
into the general landscape, dotted with
hamlets and village spires, and en-
livened by occasional glimpses of wind-
ing river.

Nor were the living forms unworthy of
such accessories ; the handsome girls and
stately matrons, in light, summer dresses,
walked hither and thither, or formed into
gay groups round the croquet Jioops;
while the pretty children, in their dainty
costumes of lace and muslin, flitted like
butterflies among them. As the guests
began to arrive they did not detract from
the general effect. There were which, it
must be owned, is rare in our dear coun-
try very few hideous toilets with com-
binations of color painful to the eye ; for
it must be admitted by the most deter-
mined Anglomaniac that English women
seldom have an eye for either form or
color, in connection with their own per-
sons. As long as a dress is striking and
showy, and, as they fondly hope, fashion-
able, no matter how incongruous it may
be, or how unsuited to the appearance of
the wearer, they are satisfied, and go
about perfectly happy, after having made
themselves look as ugly as nature,
made most of them so fair, will permit
them to be..

And now the company dispersed, and
the games began. Some played; some,
unskillful or indifferent, "sauntered about,
engaged in sweet, o." sometimes in rather
bitter, converse; and all those groups of
lovely ladies, but slightly shaded by the
darker garments of the unlovely sex,
flitted about and chatted ana played, and
drank tea out of the most delicate porce-
lain cups. The sun shone brightly and
laughter pealed around. An uninitiated
spectator might have supposed that there
were spots in the universe like glimpses of
a brighter sphere, and have been tenipted
to forget for a moment that sordid misery,
with all its concomitants, abounded in the
world.

But I am not going to be philosophical,
but tell my story, which is a true one. The
enjoyment was at its heightwhen a serv.
ant came out to announce to Mrs. Leigh-
ton that Mr. Smith had arrived, and was
waiting in the drawing-room- . Surely
never did that undistinguished patronymic
cause such a sensation. "Oh! let him
come out here at once." "Mamma, go
and fetch him." " Which set is he to
play in?" "Oh! in ours ; we haven't a
single man." " No, in ours; Caroline is
playing two balls." " But only suppose
he can't play, or does not like croquet,"
suggested a juvenile; less interested in the
matter than those-olde- r. The idea was
scouted, and in the midst of the confusion
of voices Mrs. Leighton came through
one of the open windows, followed by a
tall and certainly singularly handsome
young man. He was well, though riither
showily, dressed ; wore jewelry, but not too
much ; and a certain fir of assurance and

sat not ungracefully on one
in the position he occupied, of course not
quite unconsciously, of a sultan who had
but to throw the handkerchief and make
the loveliest maid his own.

He was presented formally to all the
lacrles of the family, further introduction
being deemed unnecessary. And certain-
ly none- - of the other ladies considered
themselves particularly aggrieved by being
omitted in the ceremony. A Mr. Smith
was too insignificant an individual to
cause any excitement among those not
prepared by announcement in the bills
for the denouement of the drama.

But among the home party, how many
hearts beat high with hope and expecta-
tion? At least a dozen, counting the
three mothers, and the two poor cousins,
who, as bearing the name of Leighton,
might be supposed to have the privilege
of entering for the prize.

There is no doubt that the good mien
of the hero made some difference in the
feelings of the younger ladies; but as for
the elder ones, the parent birds, I do veri-
ly believe that, if instead of being, as he
really was, as handsome as Apollo, he
had proved as ugly as Cyclops, it would
have been all the same. They looked,
with g eyes, beyond the present
hour, with its pleasures and flirtations;
through a long perspective of coming
years, replete with wealth and comfort
country houses and town houses, car-
riages and servants, pleasant society,
easily-pai- d bills, families well provided
for, and consequent good temper and
peace. And who shall say they were not
wise in their generation? I, having long
passed the age of love-makin- am very
much inclined to think they were, or, at
all events, to think there is much to be
said on both sides of the question ; but I
hesitate to put forward so unpopular an
opinion.

Among the competitors I should be
very much inclijed to betupon the twins.
They had the great advantage of playing
into each other's hands ; for, such is the
force of nature, these two otherwise
worldly girls loved each other with an af-
fection that was quite touching in its
strength. They were as one soul in two
bodies. The pleasure of one wai the hap-
piness of the other. A tear in the dark
eyes of Flo was immediately mirrored in
those of Fred, and a sigh from one bosom
found an echo in that of the other. In
short, they were a human duet, sung
sweetly in tune, and as such there was in-

terest about them which might otherwise
have been waftifS- -

They wished, on the present occasion,
that one of them should succeed, but they
really did not care which ; and Flo would
have assisted Fred with the wealthy
suitor as willingly as Fred would have
helped her sister to the prize. A lover
was looked upon as quite secondary to a
sister, and with the idea of marriage
always came the thought, "Of course no
one could separate us." If one was to
be a bride the other must be a perpetual
bridesmaid. ,

Mabel Heathcote, with her golden hair,
was certainly more beautiful ; and many
thought the second Miss Leighton a pret-
ty girl ; while the grace and vivacity of
the elder sister gained her hosts of ad-
mirers and followers wherever she went.
But still I would bet upon the twins for
the reasons above stated.

Of course the poor cousins were entire-
ly out of the running. They had been
sent to play with a vulgar curate, and
"those two dreadful Miss, Wnat'stlieir- -

and even "disgraceful conduct," might
De heard borne in angry whispers on the
afternoon breeze.

The mammas took an eager if compara-
tively passive part in all this. Mrs. Leigh-
ton was calmly triumphant, while Lady
Marchmont and Mrs. Heathcote looked
daggers at their half-sister-

And so time wore on,, the shadows
lengthened, matrons and prudent chape-
rons began to talk of the rising dews of
evening, to press shawls and wraps upon
the juvenile players, and to call for their
carriages. '

The ladies of the family took hurried
and careless farewells of their friends.
They were too entirely engrossed in the
game not of croquet but rather of ecarte,
for to score the king of hearts was the ob-
ject of all, and none could yet proclaim
the fact. Caroline seemed to be the fa-
vorite; but none as yet despaired or gave
up the prize as lost.

At seven o'clock all the guests had de-
parted, and the home party gathered to-

gether near the house. Even the isolated
game on the slope broke up and joined
the rest. Mrs. Heathcote began to look at
her watch and speculate on the time of
her husband's arrival when old Mr,
Leighton, who had carefully avoided the
scene of gayety, appeared among them,
followed by the missing spouse.

Mrs. Leighton hastened to introduce Mr.
Smith, and Mr. Leighton was giving him
the welcome due to a guest so heralded,
when, to the astonishment ot all, Mr.
Heathcote stepped forward and claimed
him as an old acquaintance. " What,
Heathcote!. do you know Mr. Smith?
where did you meet?" " Where! in Lon-
don, of course, at Old Cheatham's cham-
bers. Know him? why, it's on my busi-
ness he comes. I might have saved you
the trouble, by the way, Smith, if I had
known I should be detained in town till

but I dare say you don't mind
a little country air is no bad thing after
being shut up all summer in those con-
foundedly close chambers." ;

No transformation scene-i- Christmas
pantomime was ever so complete The
handsome stranger, instead of ' being the
expected heir, was the despised lawyer's
clerk! all saw at once their , blunder.
Smithl what more natural than that the
lawyer's clerk, the obscure man of busi- -
ness, should be Smith ! Why were they
so precipitate? It was to hie good looks
and calm assurance that the mistake was
to be ascribed, and they most unreason-
ably felt angry with him as the cause.
But nothing was to be said; blank
looks and slight edgings away from his
vicinity alone were perceptible. The
change was . so slight, that the
object of it, incased as he was in a goodly
armor of conceit, seemed totally unaware
of it. He had taken all the homage, all
tbe attentions as the natnral consequence
of tte remarkable personal qualifications
of which he was so intensely conscious.
The last thing he would have suspected
was that it could- have arisen from a mis-
take; and so he stood still, blandly smil-
ing upon all around, and apparently not
remarking that except from the youngest
Miss Leighton his smiles found no reflec-
tion in the fair faces of his new friends.

A still more dreadful idea was dawning
in their minds. . If this was the lawyer's
clerk, where was the real Smith ? the
heir? Was it possible that the insignificant-l-

ooking, dusty - individual, whom
they had been so anxious to "shunt off
into a siding" whom they had thrown,
as it were, into the very jaws ot the enemy

who had spent the whole afternoon
making the intimate acquaintance of the
two poor cousins, could be the Prince in
disguise ihe husband whom all were so
anxious to secure ? It was too dreadful!
They could have bitten off their own
tongues in despite, and beaten him for
stealing upon them thu3, a dusty, un-
distinguished pedestrian.

What was to be done? To acknowledge
their blunder would be to expose them-
selves fo inextinguishable laughter, so
they made the best of it, like ladies as
they were, said nothing to oppose the
good-nature- d invitation Mr. Leighton
gave the lawyer's clerk to spend a few
days in the country air he seemed to en
joy so much, and hid their mortifica.tion
as well as they could.

And what were the consequences of this
imbroglio ? .

,

They were threefold. Before a week
was out the right Mr. Smith had proposed
to and been accepted by the disengaged
one of the poor cousins, and had promised
a living to the fiance of the other, his col-- ,

lege friend and tutor. And the other Mr.
Smith, the handsome impostor, as the
ladies in their hearts called him, but who
had never really dreamed of deceiving
anyone, had eloped with the youngest
Miss Leighton. The further consequence
being, as we hope, the perfect happiness
of two couples, and, in the case of the
third, no worse results than another fam-
ily of poor cousins to be snubbed and
despised. -

Moral. Young ladies should not be too
much taken h good looks and assured
manners ; and there should not be so many
persftns of the name of Smith. Argosy.

FOREIGN GOSSIP.

Queen Victoria has a fine stock farm,
the Christmas sale of fat cattle from it
realizing this year the handsome sum of
$15,9-35-

.
.

In a recentexploration in New Guineas
fifteen feet three inches long

was shot, having a protuberance in his
body fourteen and a half inches in diam-
eter, which, when cut open, proved to be
the body of a whole kangaroo only par-
tially digested,- , - ,.; ;

A ,: young British officer having got
drunk and behaved disgracefully, the
Dukeof Cambridge, Commander-in-Chie- f,

has sentenced him to wear his uniform
constantly for one year. The British of-

ficers affect never to wear their uniform
except when on duty. , ; ,, .

The great vbell of China, at Pekin, is
thirteen feet in. diameter. - The daughter
of its founder is said to have thrown her-
self into the molten mass in order to se-
cure, through human sacrifice, a "perfect
casting. It is no uncommon thing in
America for men to sacrifice themselves
to belles. ;

.

An . Englishman has squeezed 14,000
copies of a history of the world since the
flood into 14,000 bottles, and had them
buried in the ice somewhere in Greenland.
His theory is that history repeats itself,
and that the coming Capt. Noah will pick
up these floating waifs and put them in
the ark library as something reliable for
future historians to start on. , , - .

A new industry has started into being
at the Halles Centrales, Paris. Large
wasrons loaded with fresh vine leaves ar
rive early - every morning. A crowd of
old women dressed as peasants surround
them, purchase the leaves, wrap them
tastefully about lumps of tallow, adroitly
colored, and then go from door to door
and sell the stuff as fresh butter.

The first colored clergman of the
Reformed Episcopal Church was ordained
by Bishop Cummins,' at Pineville, S. ;C,
Dec. 5. The newly-ordaine- d deacon,
Frank C. Ferguson, has been a teacher of

. . , . .- - i - 1. ;a large SCUOOl. a scnooi lor me uniuiug
of colored ministers will be opened by the
Reformed Episcopalians in Charleston at
the beginning of this year.

Good girls for household work can be
secured at wages lower by about fifty cents
per week than the prevalent prices paid
before the hard times began. They are
still well paid as a body, and no class in
the community are more independent, and,
it may be added, more ready to assert their
independence. Boston Traveller. I

Young man, vhen an old man tells
you that.- people can never love but once,
set him down as a deceiver. If the girl
has money in the bank every time, a man
can love forty different girls. -

A Tennessee court has just decided
that a teacher has the same right to en-

force obedience from a child that a parent
has, and can therefore inflict corporal pun-
ishment When necessary.

Centennial girls that will be in de-

mand this year those with red cheeks,
white skin "and ble eyes.

mucn on tne slope mat tneir balls' were
always running down the hill, and keep-
ing them in hot water anion r themselves
and with their more fortunate neighbors
on the level ground below and so they
were disposed of. . - :

Mr. Smith was duly introduced to all
the other members of the family, and if
he noticed the flutterings and blushes and
charming embarrassment displayed by
some of the young ladies, and guessed
the cause, he had, at all events, the mod-
esty and good manners to " bear his honors
meekly."

Except the set on the' slope in the cor-
ner croquet came to a standstill. On pre-
tense of arranging how to bring the new
comer into the game the question really
was who should appropriate him. In
vain he pleaded little knowledge and less
skill, natural enough in one who kad
been so long abroad ; offers of tuition
were made on all sides and he was soon
the center of a perfect rainbow of gay and
gorgeous garmenta. The handsome twins
in pale pink dresses, made exactly alike,
one looking like the reflection of the
other in a mirror, gazed upon him .with
dark, admiring eyes. Miss Heathcote,
in the brilliant blue, which she knew
contrasted so well with her golden tress-
es, was foremost with offers of advice and
assistance, enforced by glances from eyes
of the brightest sapphire ; while the lovely
Leightons, all robed in white, like so
many fair brides, were close at hand
biding their time, which soon came by
the skillful generalship of their mamma,
who, playfully assuming some authority
as mistress of the house, decided that, as
"Caroline was "playing two balls," he
should fill up the vacant place in that
set for the present. The others- were
obliged, however unwillingly, to submit,
but without, as may be believed, losing-sigh- t

of their object on account of this
temporary check.

Of course, from the family circle, the
poor cousins in piques were
excluded by the family in their actions.
They continued, however, to amuse them-
selves as well as the nature of the ground
to which they were exiled would allow ;
did not quaiTel more than- - is usual at
croquet; had even merry little jokes
among themselves when the balls rattled
away in the direction of the lake, and
showed great activity and pretty ankles in
pursuit of them. But what were pretty
ankles and pleasant smiles when displayed
by girls who were so badly dressed, were
known to be miserably poor and to in-
habit some vulgar suburb of London!
Girls, it was even whispered, who gave
lessons in music when they could get pu-
pils, rather than be too much beholden to
their kind uncle, who certainly," had he
known it, would have prevented theirsub-mittin- g

to such drudgery. One of them
was even suspected oh,- horror! of be-
ing engaged to some man who was an
usher, or tutor, or clerk of some kind or
at all events to someone who, like Hora-
tio, had " nothing but his good spirits to
feed and clothe him." Could anything
be more utterly depraved ?

In tne meantime the groups on the lawn
were very gay and animated. The set that
possessed the heir were of course in the
highest spirits, while the others, looking
torwTard to his ioining them later, watched
all that went on, envious, yet hopeful. He
conducted himself discreetly, taking all
tne nomage as his due, and returning it
in compliments and polite attentions. He
certainly did not distinguish himself in
the game; but what of that? croquet
was, for the time, a mere pretense of loi-
tering about, and giving each fair candi-
date an opportunity of displaying her pet
airs anu graces. , .

Thus far, then, he had no chance of
showing any preferences and exciting
jealous and angry feelings, and the guests
in general agreed mat never Had a nicer
party been given at the house, and never
had the young ladies of the family been
so charming and agreeable.

In the midst of all this excitement an
incident occurred which pointedly exhib-
ited the modern idea of hospitality, in the
different welcome accorded to fortune's
favorites and those less honored with her
smiles. A second time a servant came
out to tell Mrs. Leighton that a gentleman
had arrived and was waitins in the libra
ry, having walked up from the station.

Mrs. leigliton exchanged a tew words
with Mrs. Heathcote and disappeared,
returning shortly with a quiet-lookin- g

young man, whose appearance was not
improveu uy me uusl oi uii; mgii-rua-

which covered his unpretending costume.
Various signals were made among the

ladies as she came out and passed among
the different groups ; and slightly saying
that she found this gentleman was a croque-

t-player, and the set on the bank wTas
less full, she led him at once to the party
of the poor cousins, and there left him to
make his way as b' st he could. What bet-te- a

fate could a lawyer's clerk expect?
and, after all, it was not such a bad fate
either. Those amiable girls, feeling for
the slight he had suffered, immediately
did all they could to make up to him for it.
One of the ladies of the-part- having com-
plained of fatigue, they decided on begin-
ning a new game, with the stranger to re
place her, wnile sne reposed ; and neither
sister showed that she thought herself de-
graded by being for an hour the partner
of a lawyer's clerk, and a very dusty one
into the bargain. He apologized for his
deshabille, saying he was not aware there
was a party; and the ladies were shortly
rewarded for their condescension, if con-
descension it was, for not only it appeared
that the new-com- was a first-rat- play-
er, soon turning the scale of victory on
his side, but better still, on hearing his
partner, Miss Ann Leighton, called by the
rather vulgar, yet not common, name of
Nancy, - he exclaimed: '"Nancy! Nancy
Leighton! I suspect I have hoard a great
deal of yop,; do j'ou know William Fos-
ter?" The smiles of one sister and the
blushes of the other owned the soft im-

peachment. "Ah! I see you ' do; then
you must know he is my best and dearest
friend." ,

Had an angel suddenly spread his
wings before them he could not have in-
spired more respect or given inore pleas-
ure. William Foster was the name of the
betrothed of the younger sister, the de-
spised usher or tutor, who, though in
holy orders, had so little chance of a liv-
ing as to support himself by imparting to
others the learning , he had already ac-
quired; but who, notwithstanding his
small means and humble occupation, was
adored by this simple family.
- They were like acquaintances of old
standing immediately. The stranger had
so much to say. He had heard so much
of them, and apparently all in their favor,
from his friend, who"seemed to be en-

dowed with all the garrulity of a lover ex-
patiating on the charms of his mistress,
and to have included the Whole family in
his conversation. Many an anecdote was
repeated and laughed" over, So they
played, and chatted, and grew intimate
and friendly; and of all the groups on
that extensive lawn, perhaps the merriest
was that despised one on the slope, com-pose-

of the pariahs of the party, but
whose only trouble seemed to be that the
balls would sometimes escape jind glide
swiftly toward the water.

A much more serious cause of anxiety
occupied the othera. The ball at all
their feet, the great matrimonial prize,
seemed likely to escape them, or, at all
events, to become the prey of the least
considered of their number.

For some time Mr. Smith was pleasant
and complimentary to all, and, as it
seemed, to all alike. They grew desperate ;

fair cheeks flushed, white hands, gloved
in the freshest Paris kid, trembled with
emotion; and only the convenances of
good society restrained them from display-
ing openly the feelings of jealous rivalry
of each other, and admiration of the hand-
some and charming, but too undemon-
strative, swain which filled their hearts.

By and by, however, one fair one, the
youngest Miss Leighton, a pretty deb-
utante, only just out, and --new to the
world and its proprieties, seemed likely to
overstep the bounds of prudery at least,
and show openly by looks and even words
her admiration of his beauty and pleasure
in his society. What was worse, he
seemed conscious of her undisguised
preference, and inclined to return iW by
devoting himself to her; so at least it
seemed to tiio jealous eyes that watcnea

Tho' she thinks that she heard some one slam-
ming the door.

"Who has seen my new grammar?" Each cranny
and nook . - . .

Is thoroughly searched for Jack's missing book.
He brought it from school and it lay on the shelf ;
But nobody's had it ! that sly little elf
Who answers for half the misd eds that arc done.
The veriest scapegrace beneath the bright sun. -

From barefooted beggar to King on the throne.
His equal for mischief, ah! never was known ;
Though we never can track him, he always is

nigh, ' - ' j i:
Still putting his finger in every one's pie.
In great thines and small the verdict's the same,
Whatever the damage, nobody's to blamel
. j

- y. Y. Observer. '

OURLY'S CASH ACCOUNT.

The apples were hanging rosy and ripe
on the trees in the great orchard at Uncle
Ben's, and Curly was glad indeed to be
there on a visit and learn the difference
between Red Rareripes,- - Spitzenbergs,

s, and all the other varie?
ties which his cousins knew so well. The
apple-gatherin- g was a great festival lor
Hal, Walter and Jack ; they helped in it
and really worked hardf burthey Were al-
lowed to eat as many apples as they
wished, and it was their father's custom
to pay them something for every bushel
they picked up, and they valued the pocket-mo-

ney so earned greatly., i. ,( -

"I want to work and be paid, too,"
cried Curly, when he heard of this ar-
rangement. "Can't I, dear Uncle Ben ?

I'll be such a 'dustrious boy!" , ,..
'f What can you do with money?" asked

his uncle, good-naturedl-

"Spend it course! What you fink?"
said Curly. . ..' . -- '

So Uncle Ben furnished Curly with a
basket many sizes smaller than those of
Hal, Walter and Jack, and agreed that
tor every time uuriy niled it all by him
self he should be paid two cents.

Mow hard curly touea to nil the basket!
His short legs trudged to and fro until
they were weary, and if it had not been a
rule that the boys should only work dur-
ing the forenoon I think he would have
worn himself out the first day, in his zeal.

'? I'll buy you a new piano with some
of my money, mamma," he said, loving-
ly.' " Fink I'd better get myself a goat- -

carriage, don't you ? Vilike a pony bet
ter, but l 'spect he'd be more expensive."

Mamma thought he would-- as she
smiled at her little boy's large plans. She
reminded him that his earnings might not
be so large as he expected, but Curly felt
very rich and did not heed. ,

That afternoon a man came by the
house from the city carrying a string of
red balloons with which to tempt the
country children. Hal rushed to the
fence and bought one, and Curly looked
enviously at it.

" If I had some money I'd get one," he
Said. , !.-- ; : '..,.. ...

M Why don't you ask- papa to let you
have some in advance; he can take it out
when he pays you all up at the end of the
apple-gatherin- That's the way I do.
Walter saves all his, to. get it in a lump,
but Jack and I do not,? said Hai.j

Curly was charmed with the idea. His
uncle would be owing him so much it
was better to spend a little of it now,- - he
thought. Uncle Ben gave him eight
cents very readily, only told him he must
be sure to keep account of what he thus
received before the end of the week,
which Curly promised to do. With
mamma's help he set it down,, and felt
very much of a man to be keeping a real
cash account. - - - . ;,

In fact he enjoyed it so well that the
next day and the next he asked Uncle
Ben for a payment, and thought it was
most agreeable to earn money in the morn-
ing and spend it in the afternoon.
, "I'm afraid you'll run over; your, due
and spend too much," said mamma, one

.day.- - - i ;

M O no! Just fink how many baskets
I picked to-da- Makes me ache now,
talking about them!" " " ' " ' '

The fmnles were all' fathered at lai
and nav-dft- v came. Hal. Jack and T? al
ter presented each his accout, ' an(l then
came Curly jtoryTroud and important.
Here Is his account as he had printed it
in crooked little letters : ' ..

' 'FROM UNCLE BEN.
Monday For red balloon 8 cents
Tuesday For candy.... .......10 cents
Wednesday For more candy. 3 cents
Thursday For yellow top ........... .15 cent
Friday For rubber doll for baby and , ,

candy for me .,15 cents.
Saturday For organ man..... ...... Scents.

I have had... .58 cents.

Uncle Ben eyes twinkled as he looked
over the little paper, and then opened his
pocket-boo- k and turned to a leaf on which
was written : r '

CABLETON BOSS IN ACCOUNT WITH B. NICHOLS.
To picking thirty baskets apples at .02: $ .60

" Fifty-si- x from sixty, leaves four, does
it not, Curly? You have worked very
well, my Jittle man, and earned your
money fairly." - -- '

" YOu've spent it fairly, too, haven't
you?" asked Hal, with a laugh, as Curly
received the four pennies, with it look of
much surprise and no little disappoint-
ment. ,

" Well; but you told" me about getting
my money ahead, Hal. Why didn't you
tell me not to spend it allup?"said Curly,
clinking the pennies in his small hand.

" Have I spended it all up, mamma?
Now I can't get you a piano,; and Curly
looked very sober.

" Never mind, dear," said mamma,
taking up the funny little cash account.
' Yovi .; had some pleasure with your

money, and gave some to others when you
bought bahy's doll ana paia ineorgan man.
Next year you can manage differently." "

"Venldon't care if you don't," said
Curly, cheering up. " Now I believe I'll

and. buy four cents' worth of gum-rop- s,

and finish it all ipl"rYouth'
Companion. - ,;:

The Adopted Squirrels. ; ;

"A. J." m the Christian Union tells
this pleasing and, as he avers, true story
for the bovs and girls: . - - ' - -

Frank knew of a tree where a family of
gray squirrels kept house. .That is, the
lather ana mother squirrel Kept nouse ;

the young ones were too little to gather
nuts or do much ot . anything to help..

When Frank stood under the tree the.
old squirrels looked down at him uneasily
with their bright eves ana wnisKea tneir
beautiful bushy tails and chattered as if
they wished he wouia go nome, ana c rann
wished that he had one of their little ones
to take home with him. .

One dav as he came near the tree he
heard an unusual chattering, and he saw
lving on the ground one of the little squir
rels that had fallen out of the tree and was
half stunned. -

The father and mother did not know
iust what to do, but Frank did, and ' in
suite of . their fierce chatter he took their
baby squirrel carefully in his hands and
ran home with it to his Aunt Jenny.

Aunt Jenny was very fond of pets, but
she didn't know very much about squir-
rels. On thing she knew, however, that
little baby squirrels cannot crack- - or eat
nuts, but want milk ' just the same as kit-
tens do. But the Question was, how were
they to get this poor little squirrel to take
milk?. He had revived and Aunt .jenny
knew he must be hungry. - At last she
thought of a plan. She put some milk
into her mouth, and, holding one end ot
a quill between her teeth, she managed to
get the otner enu into tne ' squirrel s
mouth. To her surprise the little creature
began to draw the milk through the quill
just as eagerly as you draw cider, from the
barrel through a straw. ; ,, , i

i When thev found how well the plan
worked Frank found a small - battle
With a corli in u, and Aunt Jenny put the

Superintendent of the Railway Mail Service, was
nominated for United States Assistant Treasurer
at Chicago.

On the 17th Secretary Fish was hefore
tne House Committee on Foreign Affairs, and
stated that he did not regard as unfriendly the tone
of a recent Madrid dispatch giving the outlined
Spain's reply to the American circular in relation
to mediation and intervention in Cnb&n affairs.

The Democratic National Committee
will meet at Washington on the 2d of February
to fix the time and place for holding the next
National Democratic Convention

On the night of the 13th a body of dis-
guised men took four negroes from the jail at
Friar's Point, Mi-s- ., and shot them dead. The
mob was composed of fifty men, about one-ha- lf

of whom were colored. The victims were charged
with being guilty of murder, arson and robbery.

Gov. . Kirkwood was elected United
States Senator by the Iowa Legislature on the
18th. The vote stood: Senate Kirkwood, 40;
Leffler, 9. House Kirkwood, 63; Le flier, 23. His
term in the Senate will begin March 4, 1877.

The United States Supreme Court, in a
cause brought from Missouri, has lately decided
that a State cannot compel a peddler to pay
license for selling articles procured in other
States, on the ground that it is a tax upon the
gods themselves, a discrimination against the
products of other States, and in conflict- with that
clause of the Federal Constitution which declares
that Congress shall have the power to regulate
commerce with foreign nations and among the
several States. .

A Washington dispatch of the 17th
says that the Texas Border Commission had ap
pointed a to examine the informa
tion in the War Department on the subject of
Mexican raids, etc' The committee would not
visit Texas, but would send for persons and pa-
pers.

A party of Indiana editors, numbering
200, on a visit to the Centennial grounds in Phila-
delphia on the 17th, adopted a series of resolu-
tions commending the Exhibition to Congress
and advising that the $1,500,000 asked for be
granted, with the understanding that the Govern-
ment should disclaim all liability tor the ex-

penses incident to the enterprise other than for
the amount specified in the appropriation.

The final ballot in the Kentucky Legis-
lature on the 16th for United States Senator re-

sulted in the choice of J. P. Beck, who received
106 votes to 15 for Wadsworth, the Republican
candidate. There were five scattering votes.
He will take his seat on the 4th of March, 18; 7.

L. Q. C. Lamar received 110 votes for
United States Senator in the Mississippi Legis-

lature on the 18th the Republicans voting
blank. He takes his seat March 4, 18T7. It is
said that a private caucus of Republicans decided
not to participate in the election on the ground
that the late election, wawcarried by fraud and
violences- -

Gov. Hartranft was inaugurated Gov-
ernor of Pennsylvania, as his own successor, on
the 18th.

The Illinois State Farmers' Convention
met at Bloomington on the ISth.

At a greenback meeting held in Madi-
son, Wis., on the 18th a State Central Committee
was appointed, consisting of one member from
the State-at-Iar- and one from each Congres
sional district. A committee was appointed to
draw up a declaration of principles.

On the 18th Miss Dona Herndon, re-

siding near Springfield, 111 , spilled upon her
person some burning-flui- d from a lamp which she
was carrying. This"canght fire and she was nor-rlb- ly

and fatally burned.
At Delphos, Ohio, on the 18th George

Sbeeter threw a lot of kerosene-oi- l into a stove to
hurry up a tardy fire. Tbe usual result followed.
Mr. Sheeter was seriously and perhaps fatally
burned.

CONGRESSIONAL
Senate. A bill was introduced on the

12th to place all colored troops who enlisted in the
army on an equal footing with white soldiers as
to bounties and pensions.... A. resolution was of-

fered to appoint a committee to examine the
hooks of the Treasury Department. ...The reso-
lution declaring that tbe office of President pro
tern, of the Senate is held at the Senate's pleasure
was adopted 33 to 15... Adjourned.

House. Bills were introduced re-- q

in rim? National Banks to prepare for specie
payments; to refund the cotton tax Considera-
tion of the Amnesty bill was resumed, and Mr.
Garfield spoke in support of Mr. Blaine's substi-
tute and in reply to Mr. Hill's speech of the
previous day Adjourned. .

Senate. On the 13th petitions were
presented for the improvement of the upper
Missouri.... The Judiciary Committee was in-

structed to inquire and report whether the act of
1792, making provieion for succes ion to the
Presidency in the event of a vacancy, be not de-
fective, and, if so, in what particular. ...Mr.
Davits ppoke to his resolution calling for an in-
vestigation of the books of tbe Treasury Depart-
ment, and was answered by Mr. Boutwell, who
thought the discrepancies complained of by Mr.
Davis were more apparent than real.... Adjourned
to the 17th.

House. Sfeveral resolutions of inquiry
and investigation were adopted Mr. Blaine
made his closing speech n his proposed amend-
ment to the Amnesty bill, after which Mr.
Banks offered an amendment providing that any
person laboring under political disabilities might
have them removed on subscribing an oath of
loyalty to the Government, which amendment
was ruled out of order. Mr. Randall then closed
the debate, when the bill, with Mr. Banks1
amendment, was sent to the Judiciary Commit-
tee .... Adj ourned.

Senate. The Senate was not in ses-
sion on the 14th.

House. The Amnesty bill
by Mr. "Banks was reported back from the
Judiciary Committee, the main question ordered
and the bill pnt upon its passage, with the follow-
ing result: Veas 182, nays st, for want of a
two-thir- affirmative vote. Mr. Blaine moved
to reconsider, thus obtaining the floor, and offered
unanimous consent to oflVr his Amnesty bill,
which excepted Jefferson Davis from its opera-
tions. Objection being made, Mr. Blaine with-
drew his motion to reconsider The Pension
.Appropriation bill (29,533,5)0) was considered
in Committee of the Whole, reported back to the
House and passed. ...Adjourned to the 17th.

Senate. On the 17th a petition was
presented from P. G. T. Beauregard for the re-

moval of political disabilities Bills were in-

troduced to amend the acts to aid in the con-
struction of a railroad and telegraph line from the
Missouri to the Pacific; to recover from the Cen-
tral and Union Pacific Railroads the bonds and
conponsfissued in excess of the amount prescribed
by 1 w; iu relwion to lands heretofore
granted to railroad companies ; to amend
the laws relating to silver coinage A
concurrent resolution was submitted, proposing a
common unit of money and accounts for the
United States and Great Biitain A petition of
citizens of Massachusetts was presented, asking
that a law be passed making each member of
Congress directly responsible to the electors of his
disfrict, the majority of whom, if he do not meet
their expectations or justify their confidence, may
at any time recall him and elect a successor....
Adjourned.

House. Bills were introduced to pre-
vent traffic in sp!rituous or Intoxicating liquors
in the Centennial buildings, or grounds during
the E hibition; to repeal the act providing for a
redistribution of National Bank currency; to re-
duce the salaries of all the executive and legisla-
tive officers of the Government, except the army
and navy, over $l,5CO, 2t per cent., and to fix
the salary of the Pre-ide- at $35,000;
to repeal the act for the resumption of
specie payments; for the removal o'f all political
disabilities ...An amendment to the Constitu-
tion was submitted by Mr. O rien as an amend-
ment to Mr. Blaine's proposed amendment pro-
viding that no State shall make anv law respect-
ing the establishment or forbidding the free ex-
ercise of religion, dipqua Ifying ministers of the
Gospel from holding any office of trust or emolu-
ment, either State or National, and providing
that no public .moneys raised for schoo
purposes shall ever be under the con-
trol of any religious sect Mr. White
moved to suspend the rules and bring the House
to a vote on the Amnesty-bi- ll introduced by him,
and from the benefits of which Jefferson Davie
was excluded, and also to vote on an amendment
striking out that exception, which motion was
lostyeas 165, nays 1 JO not the requisite

A motion to suspend the rules
and adopt a resolution declaring in
favor of the repeal of the Resumption act 'was
lost Hi to 168... A resolution wa adopted.

FIXE WE AT HER AND FAIR WOMEN.

One fine August morning saw a large
party assembled in the sunny breakfast-roo-

at Leighton Court, in shire; the
finest place in the county, with the finest
park and the best croquet lawn in the
neighborhood.

A merry gathering. Mr. Xeighton and
his wife, surrounded by an unusually
numerous family party, still increased on
that occasion by several visitors. Mr.
Leighton had been twice married, "and two
of his daughters by his first wife had been
mothers long enough to add fair opening
blossoms to the family wreath; while
some of the present Mrs. Leighton's
daughters were scarcely older than their
half-niece- s.

Mrs. Leighton, herself an but
little over forty, still bloomed amid her
"rosebud garland of girls." But alas!
the group of fair feminine blossoms was
almost entirely unshaded by the dark
foliage ot masculine attire. Two lads
from Eton and Harrow, not yet escaped
from the chrysalis stage of boyhood, and
old Mr. Leighton, who had long passed
the butterfly period of existence, were
the only representatives of the sterner
sex.

The rosebud garland was a full one.
Airy, fairy Lilians and stately Clara Vere
de Veres mingled with little ones scarcely
out of the nursery. Fancy the clatter of
musical voices! The boys, sons of a friend
in India, and old Mr. Leighton had not
a chance.

I and my reader enter at a critical mo-
ment with the toast and the letter-ba-

Every one seizes eagerly on his or her
share of literature. Those who are not
fortunate enough to have correspondents
take to the newspapers and periodicals,
and a momentary pause ensues. It is
broken by Mr. Leighton, who, looking up
from his letter, asks : " Isn't your croquet
meeting to come ofFto-dajr?- "

"Yes," andT "Yes," with "So lucky
such a lovely day," being responded on
all sides, he adds: " Then I daresay you
won't be sorry to hear that an eligible
young man will be added to the number
of your guests."

Considering the circumstances above
stated, it will readily be believed that this
announcement caused general excitement
among the population of the sunny breakfast-
-room and the babel of feminine voices
broke loose again. "Who is he?"
"Where does he come from?" "Who's
going to bring him ?" " Can he play cro-
quet?" With the added comments of
" We want men so dreadfully; always the
case down here ; and worse than ever now
the Brook Thompsons are away and Capt.
Anderson can't come."

And truly there seemed reasonable cause
both for the rejoicings and the lamenta-
tions. One of the schoolboys, a pre-
cocious little man, attempted some as-
sertion of masculine dignity by remarking
that a pretty girl would ha;e been a still
more acceptable addition to the party; but
as this was taken as an insinuation that
none such were already present the speak-
er got properly snubbed for his pains.

Lady Marchmont, the eldest of Mr.
Leighton's daughters, and mother of the
handsome twins of eighteen, Flora and
Frederica, more generally known by the
abbreviations Flo and Fred, silenced the
hubbub by a sign; and then inquired,
with well-assume- d indifference, "who,
after al?, this eligible might be."

Mr. Leighton protested he had only
waited for a lull in the storm to explain,
which would be best done by reading
aloud some portion of a letter from Uncle
John, meant to serve as an introduction to
the new arrival.

" Uncle John writes to me," continued
Mr. Leighton, "that his long-delaye- d

choice of a successor is at last . made. A
nephew of his late wife, who has recently
returned from a long foreign tour, is, it
appears, regularly installed at Oxenham
Hall as t. He says but here
I may as well read his own words : This
young man is all that I can desire ; with
good looks and good parts, accomplished
and amiable, free alike from the vices of a
former generation and the follies of the
the present. I am satisfied that he will do
honor to our name, which I intend him
to take, and that he will nobly administer
the wealth of which I now feel that I,
from indolence, have made but a selfish
use.' And now, young ladies, comes the
gist of the matter; so lend me your ears,
as somebody says in a play. The letter
goes on : ' 1 feel that to you, my only near
relation, whose son or grandson, had you
had either, would have been my natural
heir, I owe some explanation of my con-
duct, and' but I will have pity on your
impatience and tell you, in fewer words
than Uncle John uses, that he proposes,
hopes and wishes that his heir may find a
wife among what he calls my numerous
female relatives and descendants. Saving
heard that we are all now assembled to-
gether, he sends him over to make a selec-
tion only regretting that the infirmities
of age prevent his performing the intro-
duction in person. ",

. "What a blessing!" screamed half a
dozen voices; and " Do be quiet!" half a
dozen more; while Mr. Leighton contin-
ued : " He will probably arrive by the two
o'clock train in time for your
party. So now I advise you all to combine
irehery with croquet, and see who can
iake the best aim at the hero's heart, hand-
some, accomplished and amiable; and,
moreover, heir to Oxenham Hall and up-
ward of twenty thousand a year. Think
of that, and, let's, see is there anything
else in the letter ? Oh, yes his name is
Smith ; not very aristocratic, certainly,
but that doesn't matter, as he's to take ours.
So now, girls, get yourselves up in your-best- .

Choose your colors, train for the
race, and good luck to the winner! I
must go and look at old Marmion's legs."
So saying, the old gentleman walked off
to the stables as fast as gout would allow
him, in the highest possible spirits; the
question of Uncle John's ultimate disposal
of the wealth, which was so entirely his
own to will away, being thus, as it seemed,
so happily solved. The man must be
difficult to please, indeed, as he thought,
who could not fix on a wife among the
bevy of maidens that even to less partial
eyes must seem so fair.

The 'Squire departed, and left behind
him a scene of pleasurable excitement.
Besides the Marchmont twins, Mis. Heath-cot- e,

the youngest of the first Mrs. Leigh-
ton's family, had one girl grown up, and
three of the present Mrs. Leighton's
daughter's were supposed to be out. All
were good-lookin- in diflerent styles;
good-tempere- when not too much inter-
fered with ; giddy, as was natural to their
age; and fast and silly, as is, alas! the
normal condition of so many of their
kind. There were present, besides, two
other young ladies; quiet-lookin- g girls,
children' of a deceased brother of Mr.
Leighton, who had been imprudent in his
worldly affairs, and left but a very scanty
fortune to his widow an orphans. They
were occasionally invited to Leighton
Court by their good-nature- d uncle, who
had no idea how ill they sometimes faied
among their more prosperous and showy
relatives.

The important question, "What shall
we wear?" of course derived additional
interest from the recent announcement.
" I suppose Fanny and Ann will appear
again in those readfu) od wfw!-o- t

JIULTUM IK PAKVO.

American oysters are exported to En-
gland. - .

A good hotel at night is like a railroad
bed full of sleepers.

. The center of gravity the lowest but-o- n

on a Quaker's vest.
The New York Sun wants a Governor

who will write a message only six inches
long.

The more a man or woman knows the
less he gossips about neighbors. Culture
kills gab. .

Heavy strata of anthracite coal have
been discovered in the Apennines, near
Genoa.

A Virginian goes to school to.his wife,
and she makes him stay after school when
he's unruly.

Profanity and plug tobacco are the
crutches on which many a boy walks to a
loafer's grave.

The Alia California wants every man
who wears a diamond on his shirt front
arrested on suspicion.

" Why, Mary Ann, what in the world
are you doing with the scissors?" " Shure
yez tould me to scallop the oysters."

According to recent statements ten
steamers and 1,500 lives have been lost on
the Pacific coast within the past tew years.

Why is it that butchers and grocers will
insist on putting "Happy New Year" at
the foot oi an outrageously big bill?

Columbus discovered America, but
when a boy he had as much difficulty in
seeing an empty wood-bo- x or water-pai- l
as any other boy.

A contemporary gravely asserts that
the entrance of, the centennial year was
more demonstratively celebrated than any
of its " predecessors."

Men of genius always get into debt, but
every man who fails to pay his board-bil- l
is not necessarily a genius. He is another
kind of genius a deceased vegetable.

" So you wouldn't take me to be twenty?"
said a rich heiress to an Irish gentleman,
while dancing the polka. " What would
you take me for, then?" " For better or
worse," replied the son of the Emerald
Isle.

A dandy, getting measured for a pair
of riding-boot- s, observed: "Make them
cover the calf." " Heavens," exclaimed
the shoemaker, astounded, surveying his
customer: "I have not got leatkar
enough." -

The shortest will on record reads:" San Francisco, Oct. 25, 1875. All the
property that I have belongs to my wife,
Anna Scherp. This is my will. Franz
Scherp. Witnesses: Peter Kerna, Joh.
Orths, T. B. Moorbrick."

Prof. Tick seems suddenly to have lost
his influence on the weather, as all his
predictions for the winter have failed.
After all we shall have to fall back on the

almanac weather-table- s for
anything approaching correct prophecies,
i Detroit Free Press.

There is no better, no safer way, no
easier way, no surer way of saving chil-
dren from the debasing influences of the
street, from corrupting association and
from the acquisition of vicious and hurt-
ful practices, than to make home attract-
ive. W. W. Hall.

Lumbermen in Ottawa, Canada, are
said to be sending up lots of teams to the
woods for the winter at seventy-fiv- e cents
to one dollar a day. Choppers are crowd-
ing to the offices "for work and are taking
whatever is offered. Wages are not within
50 per cent, of what they were last year.
; Did it ever occur to you, kind mammas,
asks the thoughtful Boston Transcript,
while trotting your babies on your laps in
such a vigorous way, that if some giant,
about ten times your size, were to trot you
in a similar style the breath would be
very apt to be jounced out of your body?

A few weeks ago a pond of water in
North Alabama suddenly disappeared
with a loud, rumbling sound, to the great
dismay of a couple of gentlemen who
were standing on its banks preparing to
shoot ducks. A large hole is all that re-
mains to mark the spot where was the
runaway pond.

Near Hillsboro' N. H., lives a swain,
who supports an aged father with the aid
of about two dollars a week from the
town. A short time since one of the
Selectmen called on him and expressed
the idea that a dollar ought In future to
satisfy him. " A dollar! you don't mean
a dollar!" was the reply of the astonished
son " why, you ought to see the old
devil eat!" The deduction was not in-
sisted upon.

The Bureau of Statistics of the Detroit
Free Press estimates that "there have
been but 128,360 newspaper slurs at pull-bac- k

dresses up to date." These figures
are large, and it is no wonder they in-
spired the poet to the utterance of these
burning words :

Oh, let poor woman's clotbes alone;
They're none of your concern ;

She never makes no fun of your'n, '

Then why poke fun at her'n ?

A Louisville drummer stopped not
long since at one of our Green River ho-
tels, and the next morning a chambermaid
came in to arrange his room. lie ap-
proached her, and, gently putting his arm
around her waist, said: "You are my
darling," and then stole a kiss from her
red, pouting lips. What did she do?
Why, she seized the foot-tu- b where he had
just washed his feet, and bathed his head
with the contents; then she shampooed
his hair with the coal-grab- s; perfumed
him with the water in the slop-buck- ;
washed his hair and whiskers with the
blacking-brus- h ; rubbed him down with a
brush that had been used the day before
in painting tha hearth, and knocked the
dust out of his clothes with a poker. Then
doubling up he fists and shaking them
at him she said : " This (the right one)
is certain death, but s I'm not the fool-kill-

I'll not use that on you , this (the
left one) is six months in the hospital."
Then she hit him a blow that sent him
jurough the window. He alighted on the
rbof of a shed-roo- and rolled off into a
pig-st-y in the back yard. This disturbed
th'p big dog, and his dander " riz," and
he-- , fastened on to that drummer quick,
which brought him to a halt, and the serv-
ants hastened to his relief. He was taken
to jail as a supposed insane tramp or show-
man, and the local paper in its next issue
gave a long account of themysterious dis-
appearance of a Louisville drummer from
the House, who left without taking
his baggage or 'paying his hotel bill.
Hartford (Ky.) Herald.

The Enormity of a Crime the Frotec-- 1 --

Hon of the CrinilnaK " v-i--

The London Spectator, in . speaking of .

the- - plot of Thomassen- - to destroy. the --
,

Mosel, saysi . . .. ,". , , , t .:. .

"It may be said that the chief safe-
guard against such disproportionate'
crimes for small advantages- - is thisthat . .

the risk would be too gigantic for theend.
rBut the truth is that the risk diminishes

THE NE WORLD.
The State debt ot Pennsylvania, after

deducting the assets of the sinking fund, aggre-
gates $13,766,564. ...

The - next Iowa State Fair is to be held
at Cedar Rapids, beginning on tha second n

September.
Gov. Kirkwood, of Iowa, was inaugu-

rated on the 13th and delivered a brief inaugural
address.

On the 13th, at Washington, the Repub-lica- n

National Committee decided upon Cincin-
nati as the place and June 14 next as the time for
holding the Republican National Convention.

Joseph Lapage has been tried at Con-
cord, N. H, for the murder at Pembroke of Josie
Langmaid. and was found guilty and sentenced
to be hanged on the 19th or January, 1S77. The
jury were unanimous in the verdict on. the first
ballot.

A Washington telegram of the 14th
says the House Judiciary Committee had agreed to
present an amendment to the Constitution fixing
the Presidential term at four years and making
the incumbent forever Ineligible for

According to a New York dispatch of
the 14th the attempt to call a Congregational

..council for the purpose of deciding the question
as to tbe right of Plymouth Church to drop Mrs.
Moulton from its list of members had finally failed.
In arranging the list, the names of Br.
Storrs and Dr. Buddington wera included, and

. to these the committee of Plymouth Church ob-
jected on the ground that they were partial and
hostile to the church. When some of the other
churches learned that Drs. Storrs1 and Budding-ton'-s

churches were to be -- left out they declined
to serve, and the calling of a council was aban-
doned. Mrs. Moulton, on being apprised of this
condition of affairs, through her counsel sent a
long letter to the Plymouth Chnrch Com-
mittee, declining to treat with .them fur-
ther in relation to a mutual council. She
thought the action of the chnrch would be con-
sidered by all just men as a deliberate attempt to
avoid investigation as to the guilt of the Ply-
mouth pastor. At a business meeting of Ply-
mouth Church in the evening Mr. Beecher spoke
in relation to the affair and said he was glad to be
able to state that the other side had given
up the mutnal council altogether. They
had backed down because Plymouth Church
had objected to some of the churches. He had
never believed that Mrs. Moulton had asked for
the council with sincerity, and it was never de-
clined by the chnrch. This declaration on her part
rendered it imperative to invoke the advisory
council to investigate and determine whether
the church had acted properly. They should is-

sue at the earliest possible moment the letters
missive calling it. '

On the 14th the Louisiana State Senate
adopted a resolution instructing Gov. Kellogg to
send militia to the parishes of East and West
Feliciana and East Baton Bouge to assist the
courts in executing the lawB against the
"regulators." In case the militia proved
insufficient the Governor was instructed to
report the fact to the Legislature, when
the propriety of calling on tbe Presi-
dent to restore order in the disturbed
districts would be considered. A committee
from the House called upon the Governor and
notified him of the election of Mr. Eustia as
United States Senator and asked for the neces-
sary credentials, which Mr. Kellogg declined to
furnish, but expresbed his willingness to certify
to the House proceedings relative to Mr. Eustia'
election.

The news received in New York on the
14th left little doubt that the American ship Har
vest Queen had been sunk in the Irish Channel
and her entire crew;of thirty men drowned. The
disaster is supposed to have been caused by a
collision with the steamer Adriatic early on the
morning of the 3'st ult

A London dispatch of the 16th says the
English National Rifle Association had accepted
the challenge of the American Rifle Association
to compete in a match for the championship of
the world at .Philadelphia during the Centen-
nial.

Admiral Krabbe, Russian Minister of
Marine, is dead, and Lessowski has
been appointed his successor.

A Rome dispatch of the 16th says the
Tatican bad instructed the Archbishops of Co-

logne and Treves-t-o endeavor to find means to
void deposition from their sees.

A Sioux City (Iowa) special of the 15th
says the Sioux in the Upper Missonri country
represented by Sitting Bull were preparing for
war and were threatening the destruction of the
frontier settlements.

Mrs. Johnson, widow of the late ex-
President Johnson, died at the residence of her

- daughter, near Greenville, Tenn., On the night of
the 15th. .

D. W. Munn, of Internal
Revenue, has been held to bail in the sum of
$15,000 to appear at Milwaukne to answer to the
charge of conspiracy to defraud the United
States, and also for accepting bribes. These
charges Mr. Munn emphatically denies. Several
of the Chicago distillers and rectifiers have ac-
knowledged themselves guilty in open court of

in exact proportion as the motive becomes
to common eyes. No tone i

would : suspect a man, of committing a
murder for the sake of a, pinch of snuff,
or even of the crime of forging a check
for the gain of a few shillings at-- time. -

Had this ship of the German Lloyds Com-- ! --.

pany disappeared in the Atlantic no one .

would ever have even hazarded the guess
that it had been' destroyed5 by the deliber- - '

ate intention of t some? sender of insured ... ..
merchandise, who sent out with his goods .

the means of blowing the' vessel and all it "'
contained into the air.' "A 'great crime can. n'J
hardly be even suspected without the apij,i-- .

pearance of some motive which0fdinary , , rmen would think at least not out pf; dis--. ' ,

proportion to the violence done to human '
nature. Conceive for a moment that oath j'
a disproportion - might-- ' habitually exist, ,

and the criminal .is really protected by .

the very enormity of his crime.", It is not
difficult to understand fa crime like Mr. :

committed for sakeThomassen's if ttat ..'

of unsettling civil order, or altering the. ..
succession to .a? throne ;i( but for, the . .

value of an insurance policy, however im-- - '"'

portant, no one would ever have ' guessed
it had not the author : of the scheme con- - ,

fessed it, and had not the horrible circum-- .
Stances corroborated his confession". One
asks directly," if a man will do what re--' 4

suits, even When the plot fails, in killing
eighty people and mutilating another hun. ;

dred,, for the sum payable under a.policy ,
of insurance, why should ' no, another "

man shatter London to- - pieces for" idle : - :

curiosity, and a third get up an insurree--. i
tion in India as an historical or ethnology tical experiment?. The absence o a ra--
tional motive is as bewildering in its
effect as" the absence' of adman's Batural i s J

shadow would be, and puts-yo- as much
at fault in your attempts to discover the, , .
true author of the crime. Moreover, a '

man who felt no scruple' in destroying -

a town to- - secure his dinner.', might very s ,
well be Jiimself so, lhtle-ponscio- ua of ;

guilt as to be doubly secure against 4o".;,
tection. The only Teassuring feature ini"'?
this crime of Mr. Thomassen's i is that, c v. '
in spite, of the wonderful and monstrous. ,
character of its conception, the. evidence '. , ":

of moral cowardice was forthcoming after '1
all, and led to his suicide and his coa-'-y, --

fession though whether, thetformer was
due only to the failure of the plan, or to ,"

some extent to the horrors which aecom- -'

panied that failure, we cannot, of course,. "

decide, - ' ' " f " 'J'U- -


